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ex-CIA Aide, 3 Cuban Exiles Focus o 


By Bob Woodward 

Wastunglan Post Saft Writer 
A former CLA explosives expert and 
pree Cuban exiles will soon be 
oug. v, federal authorities for ques- 
ioni 1 the investigation of ast 
ear’s Embassy Row bomb-murder of 
ormer Chilean Ambassador Orlando 
etelier, according to informed 

ources. 

Edwin P. Wilson, the former Cen- 
ral Intelligence Agency operative, 


nd the three Miami-based Cuban ex- 
les came to the attention of federal 
fficials when they learned that Wil- 


son was under FBI investigation in an 
unrelated assassination plot abroad. 

Wilson allegedly sought to recruit 
the three Cubans to killa political op- 
ponent of the Libyan leader, Col. 
Muammar Qaddafi, last year, accord- 
ing to the sources, 

Wilson heads a small consulting 
firm here called Consultants Interna- 
tional. It is involved in the arms €x- 
port business. Wilson was out of the 
country yesterday and could not be 
reached for comment. 

In reviewing information developed 
in the Libyan investigation of Wilson, 
investigators have established these 


possible connections with the Letelier 
case: oo 
® Wilyon had a seeret contract with 
ihe Libyan government to provide de- 
tonation devices called “timing pen- 
cils’—a tube filled with chemicals 
that can be remotely controlled to 
trigger explosions. Such a “timing” 
pencil” is believed to have been used 
to detonate the bomb that exploded 
beneath Letelier’s car. 

¢ The three Cuban exiles arrived in 
‘the Washington area just three days 
before the Sept. 21, 1976, bombing of 
Lelelier’s car. ; 

* One of the Cuban exiles, an ex- 


plosives expert believed to have been 
trained by the CIA in the 1960s, met 
in Miami recently with a close assgci- 
ate of other Cuban exiles who have 
been chief suspects in the Letelier 
ease. . 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugene N. 
Propper, who is in charge of the Lete- 
lier investigation, met with CIA offi- 
cials last week and asked {or all files 
and information on Wilson and the 
three Cubans, the sources said. 

The three Cubans are not among 


the 10 anti-Castro Cubans who have’ 


reportedly been questioncd already 
by the grand jury investigaling the 
Letelier murder. 
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By Harold ‘I,"Logan 
and Donald P. Baker 
Wasningion Posf atatt Writers 


ANNAPOLIS,’ April 11—With 


seconds remaining in the life of 

the 1977 Maryland General Assem- ‘s 

bly, its leadérship forced ‘through a 
The Wi 


the use of 
into the ec 
of money 
energy ta. 

These re} 
the form o} 
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legislation, to finance the convers- 
ion of an abandoned Continental 
Can Company factory in Baltimare 
into a,ew 890-inmate state ON : 


Assihe legislature's midnight dead- 
line approached, State Senate Presi- 
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> manage to hint w 
_ areas are,” sai 


- of timing pencils, 


simply not made public. ine 
‘tems for international number-gath- _. 
afers ars.awesome. : 
- "We use official figures, buéif you 
read the analyses close e usually 
the delicate 
Tic Calcagno of the 
$ oifice of the United’ 
on 


: Buenos Aj 
Nations” Economie Commission 


- Latin Ameriea. 


prove ~ 
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_teliable: national budgets are rarely-— books. 


considered to be much more, tian 


- wishful thinking. 


The few exceptions” include Ven- 


‘ ezuela and Brazil both of whose econ- 


omies are strefig enough to be bragged 
about ven there, however, most 
diplomats feel that the number of 
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LETELIER, From Al. 


meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, ac 


' ling to the sources. 
i spon learning of this, tle CIA re- 


quested the FBI open an investigation _ 
of Wilson. This case was so sensitive . 


that President Ford was personally in- 
formed of it. ' 


Wilsou’s contract with Libya in- 


eluded a promise to supply thousands . 
“It is one of the - 


most alarming things I’ve ever seen,” 
one source said. “There were enough 
{timing pencils] contracted for to sup- 
port terrorist activity for the rest at 
the century.” ~ 

The Libyan government has in the 
past supported terrorist activity, AL a’ 
news conference Jast duly 19. Presi- 
dent Ford said, “We do know that the 
Libyan government has in many ways 


done certain things that might have : 


stimulated terrorist activity.” 
( n addition, the sources said that 
_.ere is) some evidence that Wilson 
may have had contact with one or 


Van 
“ 


“ 


“al 1425 K St. 
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an current CIA employees who 


have accéss to supplies of timing pen- 
ciis. 
It is not clear from the investiga- 


Z tion how many, if any, timing pen- 


cils Wilson actually supplied to the 
Libyan government. 
The sources said Wilson. also tried 


: to recruit other former CIA employ- 
. ees to be explosives instructors in | 


Libya. 

One former CIA employee was af- 
fered $100,000 a year but turned it 
down. Wilson himself had coniracts 
valued at hundreds of thousands of 
dollars with Libya, aceording ta the 
sources. : 

Wilson has declined to answer ques- 
tions from FBI agents in the Libyan 
investigation, the sources said. 

Consultants Lnternational is tocated 
NW. An official there 
said yesterday that the firm was not 
involved in any questionable activity. 

According to the firm’s own promo- 
tional literature, Consultants Interna- 
tional could supply an army with 
equipment including patrol boats, par- 
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A two-car electric train between 
Arica, Chile, and Tacna, Peru, carries 
mainly the “packeters”’ or ‘small-time 
smugglers, accerding to the Tacna 
customs gifi¢ers, “Well, it isn't very 
muc d they're none of them rich,” 
sh Sed one guard. 


Of course, his livelthood may de- 


pore 


UVOOVR BILL MU eras 


Between coups, reliable stati istic” 
continued to be as elusive as the” thou- 
sands of emerald-smugglets who of 
ficlally do not exist. in Colombia, An 
informant in Bolivia once asked to be 


paid for particularly tantalizing bit 
: of date true size of the national 


» It remains a closely guarded 
secret. 


of Letelier Inquiry 


achutes, airborne accessories: and ary 


+ morprotected vehicles. - 
“Armaments can be arranged to 


meet the requirements of the pur- 


_ chaser,” the literature says. 


Sources said that Wilson had a con- 
tract with Libya to clear land mines 
but the contract was the “cover” for 
the real purpose of supplying detona- 
tion devices. . 

“Explosive detection devices” 
one of, the items on the firm’s, sales 
list. 


Wilson’s firm has received numer- 
ous licenses from the State Depart- 


- ment Office of Munitions Control to 


export arms related material though 
no license has béerl granted to export 
any thing to Libya, pecording to gov- 
ernment records, f 


‘Letelier, 44, former Chilean ambas- 


sador to the United States, was for-- 


eign minister and minister of defense 
in the government of the late Chilean 
Socialist President Salvador Allende. . 

At the'time of his death, Letelier 


are 


gram at the Institute for Policy Stud- 
ies in Washington. A staff member of 
the Institute, Ronni K. Moffitt, also 
died in the explosion. Her husband, 
Michael, a research associate, sur- 
vived the blast. 

. Ben Weiser assisted in the report- 
ing a this article. 


eeting ‘Set on Sup poris) 
°7@ Peanut Crop 


Associated Press 


A pu lic meeting will be béld May’ 
5 to hearsrecommiendatigns for set- 
ting price port différentials on 
last year’s peasut crop, Agriculture 
Secretary Bob gland announced 
yesterday. 

Price difterefitials abe used by the 
Agriculture:Departinent tuke into 
account differences in valye among 
types and grades of peanulx when 
making price support loans t& pro 
oe s. Bergland said he wants 

entatives of peanut farmers an 

e industry to work out “a unified. 


headed a foreign affairs research pro- “ recommendation” before the meeting. 
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